
 

 

Module Descriptor  

 

 

 

Studying Peace in a Changing World 

 

Module Code: PES7051-B 

Academic Year: 2018-19 

Credit Rating: 20 

School: School of Social Sciences 

Subject Area: Peace Studies 

FHEQ Level: FHEQ Level 7 (Masters) 

 

Pre-requisites:  

Co-requisites:  

  

Contact Hours  

 Type Hours 

    Lectures 33 

    Laboratory 8 

    Directed Study 159 

  

Availability Periods 

 Occurrence 

Code 

Location/Period 

 BDA University of Bradford / Semester 1 (Sep - Jan) 

  

Module Aims  

To give you an overview of the field of Peace Studies and to introduce you to key concepts 

used in the analysis of peaceful and unpeaceful relations. 

To enable you to systematically assess and critically analyse the meanings of peace in a 

fragile and conflict prone global system.  

To evaluate practices of peace-making and peace-building and the practical and symbolic 

use of peace discourses within the context of political, economic and ecological crises.  

To give you the opportunity to explore the concept and meanings of peace through case 



 

 

studies and real-world examples. 

To introduce key concepts used to enhance conflict sensitivity.  

Outline Syllabus  

The module will start with an introduction to the field of Peace Studies and the key thinkers 

and concepts behind its development. It will explore the contemporary salience of these 

concepts and illustrate their application through examination of current examples of 

peaceful and unpeaceful relations. The second half of the module will have a substantial 

applied focus, centred around an in-depth case study. 

Module Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, students will be able to... 

 1 Demonstrate confident and critical application of core concepts relating to the 

definition and study of unpeaceful relations - including peace, conflict, violence, 

inequality, power and social (in)justice. 

 2 Select and accurately utilise theoretical frameworks from relevant disciplines in 

support of the advanced analysis of peaceful and unpeaceful relations. 

 3 Identify and evaluate the historical and contemporary dimensions of key trends 

relating to social conflict and social and environmental (in)justice. 

 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy 

Teaching and learning on this module involves a range of activities designed to help you 

achieve the learning outcomes. These include written, visual and spoken inputs, directed 

study, practical workshops, and a thematic laboratory. 

Formative assessment will include a series of assessments designed to help develop your 

capcity to fulfill the summative assessment. These will largely be carried out in preparation 

for and during classes, and you will receive feedback on your progress as you go along. 

Summative assessment will take the form of a portfolio of work designed to test the learning 

outcomes for this module.  The portfolio must include  

(i) A short essay exploring the meanings of ‘peace’ in the context of the intersecting 

challenges of ecological crisis, conflict and injustice.    

(ii) Critical case study of a practice or initiative that aims to move towards more peaceful 

relationships.  

(iii) A reflective essay on the learning from the thematic laboratory 

Mode of Assessment   

  

 Type Method Description Length Weighting Final 

Assess'

t 

 Formative Coursework Individual and 

group tasks 

designed to 

support progress 

 % No 



 

 

towards the 

module learning 

outcomes. 

 Summative Coursework A portfolio of 

work. 

3800-4200 

words 

100% Yes 

  

Legacy Code (if applicable)   

   

   

Reading List   

To view Reading List, please go to rebus:list. 

 

  

 

https://bradford.rebuslist.com/

