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Pre-requisites:
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Contact Hours
Type
Lectures
Tutorials
Directed Study
Examinations DO NOT USE

Availability Periods

Occurrence

SAC3009-B

2018-19

20

School of Social Sciences
Sociology and Criminology

FHEQ Level 3

Hours
12

12
174.5
1.5

Location/Period

BDA University of Bradford / Semester 2 (Feb - May)

Module Aims

Module Descriptor

You will develop an understanding of the governmental framework within which social policy

is made and administered. Whilst concentrating on political structures and processes, some

reference is made to contemporary social policy programmes and priorities. To introduce

concepts necessary to analyse contemporary society, politics and welfare and to provide a

basis for further study.

Outline Syllabus



The structure and machinery of central government in Britain: Prime Minister, Cabinet, Civil
Service, Parliament; the workings of local government and the provision of services to the
community; the contribution of external actors to the governmental policy-making process:
the European Union (in which, as a member, Britain plays a significant role), political
parties, pressure groups, the mass media, the judiciary; an introduction to the main
academic debates concerning the contemporary policy process in Britain. Foundations of the
welfare state; social policy provision in health, welfare, housing, education and social care.
Political parties, governance and the British State. Institutions of, agents of and contributors
to the UK policy process. As European Union members the course.

Module Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this module, students will be able to...

1 a) describe the structure and activities of the main policy-making agencies in the
United Kingdom and explain the interaction of these agencies in the construction of
policy.

b) Identify the central aspects of the UK state and of its political culture.
2 a) discuss the British policy-making process.

3 a) coherently articulate views in written form.

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy

Lectures, seminars and group discussion. As this is a Level 3 module, you will be supported
through guided research, and use of news media. Assessment will be through examination

and essay.

Mode of Assessment

Type Method Description Length Weighting Final
Assess'
Summative Examination - Closed book 1.5 hours 50% Yes

closed book examination

Summative Coursework Essay of 2000 0 hours 50% No
words based on
how the
individual is
affected by
politics

Legacy Code (if applicable)
SJ-3009D

Reading List



To view Reading List, please go to rebus:list.
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