
Module Descriptor  

 

 

 

Module Details 

Module Tit le: Researching The Social World 

Module Code: SAC7006-B 

Academic Year: 2019-20 

Credit  Rat ing: 20 

School: School of Social Sciences 

Subject  Area: Sociology and Criminology 

FHEQ Level: FHEQ Level 7 (Masters) 

Pre-requisites:  

Co-requisites:  

 

Contact Hours 

Type Hours 

 Lectures 12 

 Seminar 12 

 Directed Study 176 

 

Availability 

Occurrence Locat ion / Period 

 BDA University of Bradford / Semester 2 (Feb - May) 

 

Module Aims 

You will be able to develop and implement research strategies and methodologies relevant to 

sociology and criminology, including knowledge and understanding of (qualitative and 

quantitative) research methods and approaches to analysis (LO 1,2,3). You will also develop an 

understanding of key concepts, issues and debates involved in the theory and practice of social 

research (LO 1,2,3). 

 

Outline Syllabus 

You will develop a range of research approaches across the quantitative and qualitative 

spectrum. 

You will be taught a variety of methods including the challenges and benefits of qualitative and 



quantitative methods. 

You will know the terrain of research via reviewing the literature.  

You will move from theory to practice including how research on paper is operationalised in the 

real world. 

You will learn about researching ethically.  

You will develop an awareness of impact and outcomes of research using examples from the 

field. 

You will design your own research project, from inception to dissemination. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 
1 critically review literature re levant to a subject matter of your choosing; 

 
2 develop a research proposal around a subject of your choosing; 

 
3 communicate key concepts linked within the discourse of social research (research 

approaches, ethics, methodology, data analysis, dissemination).  

 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy 

Lectures, seminars. 

1. Critical essay – up to 2,000 words (50%) 

2. Research proposal – up to 2,000 words (50%) 

 

Mode of Assessment 

Type Method Descript ion Length Weight ing 

 

Summative Coursework A critical essay of your 

reflections, to include 

evidence of your 

understanding and 

analysis  

-2000 words 50% 

 

Summative Coursework A research proposal 

that may feed into your 

dissertation plans 

-2000 words 50% 

 

Reading List 

To access the reading list for this module , please visit https://bradford.rl.talis.com/index.html.  

 

Please note:  

This module descriptor has been published in advance of t he academic year to whic h it applies. 

Every effort has bee n made to ensure that t he information is accurate at the time of publication, 

but minor changes may occur given the interval between publishi ng and commencement of 

teaching. Upon commencement of the module, students w ill receive a handbook w ith further 

detail about the module and any changes will be discussed and/or communicated at this point.  

 

https://bradford.rl.talis.com/index.html

